


FOREWORD

The agitation about socalled ‘‘socialized medicine” has brought organized
medicine, under the American system of free enterprise, to the forefront in the
press and on the platform and radio of this country. History tells us that com-
pulsory government insurance has, invariably, been the precursor of complete
socialization of all other professions and of business in general. -

Mr. Truman says his proposal is not ‘“‘socialized medicine”; it is only govern-
ment-controlled compulsory insurance. Other politicians have stated that they
are opposed to socialized medicine; after election they still voice opposition to
that, but say that they favor the Truman-Ewing plan of compulsory health insur-
ance, controlled from Washington, “as it is not socialized medicine.” Therefore,
we feel that the “socialized medicine” term should be dropped and ‘“socialized
governmental compulsory health insurance” substituted therefor. To paraphrase
a well known Shakespearean expression: ‘“‘An onion under any other name would
smell as bad.”

As to cost of such a plan in this country, estimates vary as to amount of
take-off it would cause in social security and other taxes, but the best estimate
of the load which we have seen lately is in an editorial in New Orleans Times-
Picayune of July 9, 1950; it stated that, in the various ways, the U. S. Govern-
ment now spends approximately three billion dollars for public health and this
cares for about one-sixth of the people of the nation. Therefore, complete cover-
age would cost taxpayers around $18,000,000,000.00 per year. Just think of it—
adding that much to present taxes and destroy the present system of caring for
the sick and injured!

To quote from inaugural address of President E. L. Henderson of American
Medical Association:

“American medicine, which has led the world in medical advances, and which
has helped to make this the healthiest, strongest nation on the face of the globe,
has been made the first major objective of those ambitious men in Washington
who would make the American people walk in lockstep under a rigidly-controlled,
Governmental-dominated economy.

“American Medicine —First Objective of the Socializers: The American
medical system has been made a target for the barbs and criticisms of a com-
paratively small group of little men—little men whose lust for power is far out
of proportion to their intellectual capacity, their spiritual understanding, their
economic realism or their political honesty.

“These men of little faith in the American people propose to place all our
people—doctors and patients alike—under a shabby, Government-dictated
medical system which they call “Compulsory Health Insurance”. .And. th}s,
factually, is Socialized Medicine, regardless of how hard they try to disclaim it.

“BUT IT IS NOT JUST “SOCIALIZED MEDICINE” WHICH THEY
SEEK; THAT IS ONLY THEIR FIRST GOAL.

“Their real objective is to gain control over all fields of human endeavor.
Their real objective is to strip the American people of self-determination and
self-Government and make this a Socialist State in the pathetic pattern of the
socially and economically-bankrupt Nations of Europe which we, the American
people, are seeking to rescue from poverty and oppression.



“THERE IS ONLY ONE ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM. UNDER STATE SOCIALISM HUMAN
LIBERTY AND HUMAN DIGNITY DIE A LITTLE MORE SLOWLY,
BUT THEY DIE JUST AS SURELY!

“I think we will conquer infantile paralysis, arthritis, rheumatic fever, pre-
mature heart disease and high blood pressure.

“It is reasonable to expect that pneumonia, influenza, tuberculosis, the
common cold and other infectious conditions will be reduced to an absolute min-
mum by new methods of prevention, control and treatment.

“And certainly the years ahead will bring a wealth of new knowledge con-
cerning the human mind as well as the human body.

“WE ARE ON THE THRESHOLD OF GREAT PROGRESS WHICH
WILL DO MUCH TO ALLEVIATE HUMAN SUFFERING AND TO PRO-
LONG HUMAN LIFE. BUTIF WE ARE TO ACHIEVE THIS MAXTIMUM
PROGRESS IN THE FUTURE, WE MUST KEEP ALIVE TIE AMERI-
CAN SPIRIT AND THE AMERICAN METHODS WHICH HAVE MADE
POSSIBLE THE PROGRESS OF THE PAST AND PRESENT!

“THIS IS THE SPIRIT, AND THESE ARE THE VERY METHODS,
WHICH GOVERNMENT DOMINATION OF MEDICAL PRACTICE
WOULD DESTROY!

“In behalf of American medicine, I want to express my deep appreciation
of the wonderful support the medical profession has received from civic groups

all over America in its fight for liberty.”

With these thoughts in mind, we feel that the right-thinking people of our
community will appreciate this history of a medical society, the membership of
which has progressed during a non-socialistic regime and believe that all enter-
prises should continue free from socialism.
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History of Shreveport Medical Society

(Compiled on authority of Shreveport Medical Society, by a Committes
composed of Drs. J. L. Scales, T. D. Boaz. J. M. Bodenheimer, C. B. Erickson,
G. B. Dickson ond A. A. Herold. Sr.. Chairman.)

PREFACE

The task of preparing an accurate and concise history of Shreveport Medical
Society is no easy one, in view of the fact that many early records have been lost
or destroyed in fires and also due to various changes of name of the Medical
organization which has had its headquarters in Shreveport for approximately a
century.

While we cannot be really sure that 1949 or 1950 or later is the centennial
year, which this volume commemorates, still there is evidence that the scattered
carly physicians of Northwest Louisiana were organization-minded as early as
1849.

With this brief “foreword,” we shall present historical data, chronologically,
in order that the present and future generations may be oriented on what has
been done in the past by those who have preceded them.

It is hoped that our feeble efforts will be received with charitable under-
standing.

A. A H.
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INTRODUCTION

We present herewith, chronologically, as far as possible, a history of the
Shreveport Medical Society, the official society of Caddo Parish, which, as will
be noted from excerpts from authorities, which will follow, began as The North
Louisiana Medical Society. The records of this organization, as well as many of
the Shreveport Medical Society, have been lost or destroyed by fire, so that we
must depend upon write-ups by various authors for much of the early history;
hence, it is our purpose to incorporate in this volume contributions to several old
and recent publications to which we have secured access.

The earliest physician of whom we have record that settled in Shreveport
was Dr. Ambrose Francis Clarke, a graduate of Medical College of Ohio in 1837,
and who located here in 1840 or 1841, who left to enlist in the army for the
Mexican War and, returning, became a member of organized medicine, dying in
Shreveport in 1890.

The North Louisiana Medical Society became active in the fifties and was
kept as a going concern until the outbreak of the Civil War; there were no meet-
ings during the war between the states, as so many of our citizens, including
doctors, volunteered for service in the Confederate army. However, after that
conflict, it was recognized and met more or less regularly through the years, most
of the members having served as surgeons in the Confederate army and were
men of high professional ethics and keen foresight.

As far back as our memory serves us, the late Dr. F. E. Griffin, who, with
his sons, has passed to the great beyond, was the secretary and his records,
written in a beautiful hand and with fine diction, were preserved for many
years, only to be lost by a secretary during the past 25 years; if these records were
available, we could give a more thorough account of the early history. Amongst
these pioneers were Drs. Clay, Compton, Egan, Sr. and Williams. The yellow
fever of 1873, which was so devastating, again interrupted the work of the society,
some of the physicians, notably Dr. Compton, being among the victims.

From Maude Hearn O’Pry’s Chronicle of Shreveport:

“The medical society is, perhaps the most venerable organization in Shreve-
port, unless we except one or more of the churches. It has its origin away back
in the 50’s, and it was instituted in this city under the name of the North Louisi-
ana Medical society. It comprised at that time, not only the local but physicians
from various parishes and vicinity.

A

First President
“Dr. W. W. George (one time mayor and otherwise a builder) was its first
president, and Drs. J. C. Egan (then of Bienville), R. A. Gray, T. J. Allen, Wise,
Harper, and Gilpin were charter members.

“The second president was Dr. Bartholomew Egan, father of Dr. J. C. Egan,
who was one of the most scholarly and accomplished members of his profession
in the state.

“There was no change until 1861, so far as can be found out and no meetings
were held it seems for four or five years. January 21, 1866, a meeting was held
in which appear the names of Drs. Williams, Catlett, D. M. Clay, Beall, C. J.
Bickham, J. F. Davis. It was then called the Shreveport Medical society. Dr.
T. J. Allen was elected president; R. A. Gray vice-president and J. J. Bickham,
treasurer (he went to New Orleans later). Fee bill was adopted. Visits in day
were to be $5, night $10 and office practice $2. Consultation $20; obstetrical
$50; difficult $100. The signers of this bill and the personnel at that time were:
Drs. Allen, T. J. Williams, Gray, Bickham, Beall, Clark, Hotchkiss, Moore,
Catlett, Cutliff, Davis, Clay, Crain, Turner and Taylor. The yellow fever epi-
demic caused a break in the record. Meetings were to be held daily but too busy
to hold them.

Board of Health Need

The Shreveport Medical society, at an early date, called attention to the
need of a city board of health and, together with other medical societies of the
state, succeeded in having the legislature pass laws orgainzing this, as well as
the state board of health and the Louisiana state board of medical examiners;
the venerable Dr. J. C. Egan, then in his prime, served on both state boards and,
later, became president of the Shreveport board of health, which office he held
for many years.

Older residents of Shreveport today revere the memories of such men as
Dr. J. C. Egan, Dr. R. A. Gray, Dr. D. M. Clay, Drs. D. H. and R. H. Billieu,
Dr. J. J. Scott, Dr. L. H. Fisher, Drs. T. J. and J. W. Allen, Dr. A. A. Lyon,
Dr. T. G. Ford, Dr. J. F. O’Leary, Dr. H. C. Coty, Dr. Randell Hunt, Dr. W. L.

Dickson and many others who have, long since, passed to their rewards.

Some of the records of more recent days than those referred to above reveal
the fact that our members were progressive and, without the modern means of
fighting diseases, were of keen insight. Discussions in the records, which we have
in our possession, from 1882 through 1893, reveal many interesting and surpris-
ingly up-to-date discussions on medical, surgical and obstetrical subjects, which

o ; ] o
limited space will not permit us to quote. .
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History Written and Head by Dr. Frank Furman

on

December

The writer, when he was secretary of
the Society in 1898, had access to an
old minute book, compiled by Dr. J. E.
Griffin, giving the history of the Society.
Unfortunately, this book has been mis-
placed. So, much of the early history
of the Society given here will be from
memory of what the writer read in this
book and the incidents related by the
older physicians.

Among the first settlers of Shreve-
port and the surrounding country were
a number of physicians, many of whom
had amassed considerable fortunes and
had come‘to Louisiana to engage in
planting, intending to discontinue
practice, but in some instances, on
account of the need for their services,
they consented to attend their neigh-
bors.

The personnel of this Society was
very high, most of the members had
served as surgeons in the Confederate
Army, and it has been my privilege to
hear some of these gentlemen tell of the
trying conditions under which they
were compelled to work.

The members of the Society were
typical Southern gentlemen, punctili-
ous to a point and very careful observ-
ers of the ethics of their profession.

The old book to which I have alluded
tells of a controversy between Drs.
Clay and Compton on the floor at one
of the meetings. This controversy lead
to a challenge being given and accept-
ed, but before the antagonists could
meet the city was visited by the yellow
fever epidemic of 1873, and when the
epidemic had spent itself, Dr. Compton
was among the dead. The writer knew
Dr. Clay well, and it was characteristic
of the man and of the type to which he
belonged that he never spoke of Dr.

Compton except in terms of the highest
praise.

1182

During this early period the minutes
show that the Shreveport Medical
Society was always active in promoting
any movement for the advancement of
the profession and for the improve-
ment of the sanitary conditions of the
city and state.

The Society called attention at an
early date to the need of a City Board
of Health. Together with the other
medical societies of this state, a move-
ment was inaugurated to pass a law
creating a State Board of Medical
Examiners and one of the members of
the Shreveport Medical Society, Dr.
J. C. Egan, was a member of the first
Board of Medical Examiners.

The Society also endorsed the pure
food and drug laws and sent numerous
letters to the Senators of Louisiana and
the Representatives from this district,
urging them to support such measures.

The law creating a State Board of
Health was also supported by this
Society, and the present law is greatly
due to the efforts of Dr. J. C. Egan of
Shreveport and Dr. Edmond Souchon
of New Orleans.

Shreveport has passed through three
severe yellow fever epidemics, the last
being in 1873. In every instance the
physicians did their full duty, and
many gave their lives in that service.

Soon after the Civil War a private
infirmary was founded by Drs. Williams
and Clay. During the Yellow Fever
epidemic of 1873, a prostitute of the
city gave her house, which was used by
the Howard Association as a hospital.
A State Hospital was founded later and
located in a ten acre lot north of the
city, beyond what is now Garden Street.

The Doctors Allen also owned an
infirmary in a group of log houses at
the corner of Marketv,.aand Travis

Streets. g \
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The Charity Hospital was served by
a visiting surgeon and a resident who
was sometimes a physician and some-
times a medical student and from two
to four interns who were medical
students.

The writer served as an intern in
the Charity Hospital in 1889 and 1890.
Dr. Clay was then visiting surgeon. At
that time there was a frame house
having four large rooms, a kitchen and
a dispensary. The students occupied
one room, one room was used for white
women and one for negro women and
one for an operating room. There were
two long log houses on each side of the
main building, one for white men and
one for negro men. The nursing was
done by the students, a negro man and
convalescing patients. While there was
no visiting staff the physicians of the
town frequently came out to the
hospital with the surgeon. An excellent
custom, which I regret to say has fallen
into disuse, was that of serving the
visiting surgeons with a toddy upon
their arrival at the hospital, another
was usually served just before every
operation and a third before they left.

The Charity Hospital was moved
from the old site to the present one in
1890 into a frame building.

Dr. T. E. Schumpert was House
Physician in 1893, later he became
surgeon .in charge and attained an
eminent position as a surgeon. He
founded the Shreveport Sanitarium
about 1898, and upon his death left a
sum of money to the T. E. Schumpert
Memorial Sanitarium.

It was under Dr. Randall Hunt’s
administration that a visiting staff to
the hospital was appointed. It was
during this administration that the
present brick building was completed.

Perhaps the most eminent figure in
the Shreveport Medical Society in the
early days was Dr. J. C. Egan. He was
a physician of ability and a citizen
whose services to his state, while in-
valuable as a physician and sanitarian,
were equally important in other fields.

2

Dr. Egan was born in Virginia and
moved to Louisiana some years before
the Civil War. He probably performed
the first laparotomy in North Louisi-
ana when he operated for extra-uterine
pregnancy shortly before or after the
Civil War and was in command of the
Hospitals of the Trans-Mississippi De-
partment. Upon the close of the War,
Dr. Egan returned to Mount Lebanon,
Louisiana, to practice his profession,
and he took an active part in liberating
the state from carpet bag rule. During
that period he served in the Legis-
lature. The late Col. D. F. Boyd, for
many years president of the Louisiana
State University, said that it was due
to Dr. Egan’s initiative and manage-
ment that negroes were kept out of the
University at this time and a separate
school was established for them. When
a white government was finally estab-
lished and his services no longer needed,
Dr. Egan retired from politics and
removed to Shreveport where he
became very active at once in the
practice of medicine and in all matters
pertaining to public health.

Shreveport Medical Society held its
meetings in 1895, in Allen’s Infirmary,
corner Market and Travis, first Tues-
day each month, and the officers were:
Dr. A. A. Lyon, president; Dr. J. C.
Calloway, vice-president; Dr. J. E.
Griffin, recording secretary ; Dr. Randall
Hunt, corresponding secretary; Dr. J.
J. Scott, treasurer; all of whom have
passed away, although many who were
members at this time are still active in
this splendid organization.

Dr. Egan was influential in organiz-
ing both the City Board of Health and
the State Board of Health and the last
years of his life were spent as president
of the City Board of Health. During
the last years of his incumbency in this
office, New Orleans and other nearby
cities suffered from yellow fever. A
detention camp and a mosquito proof
emergency hospital were located just
outside the city limits. These were
under Dr. G. C. Chandler, and while
several cases of yellow fever were taken

off the trains, no case developed in the
city.

For some years before 1905, Dr.
Egan had earnestly advocated a city
ordinance requiring the destruction of
mosquito breeding places. During this
year these laws were put Into effect.
Dr. Egan was at this time more than
90 years old and he retired, and died a
few years later. From 1905 the growth
of the city has been rapid and many
excellent private hospitals have been
enlarged or built. During that time
the Board of Health has been efficient-
ly handled.

During Dr. G. C. Chandler’s ad-
ministration . of the Health Office a
campaign to destroy breeding places of
the housefly was inaugurated, and Dr.
Chandler was very insistent in urging
a better source of water supply for the
city, an accomplishment that has just
been realized.

During the World War the Shreve-
port Medical Society contributed a
generous quota of its members to the
Medical Corps of the Army.

I have studiously refrained from
mentioning the services of any living

members of the Society, but I cannot
close a paper of this kind without some
mention of the Dean of the Medical
Profession in Shreveport, Dr. J. F.
O’Leary. Dr. O’Leary served when a
boy in the Confederate Army and
studied medicine after the War. After
practicing for some years in northeast
Louisiana, he came to Shreveport in
1883, where he at once identified him-
self with the Society. Shortly after he
came to Shreveport a number of cases
of small pox developed in the city and
Dr. O’Leary is still actively engaged in
the practice of medicine among us.
Some years ago the writer heard an
anecdote taken from a book of Civil
War reminiscences in which it was
stated that Dr. O’Leary had conducted
himself with conspicuous gallantry on
one occasion. The writer had never
heard Dr. O’Leary mention this inci-
dent, neither had any of his friends in
the medical profession, even the
Doctor’s son had never heard of it, but
upon his asking his father learned that
it was true. Such is this man, capable
of doing a heroic act and then, rarer
still, incapable of bragging about it.

-
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A History of the Shreveport Medical Society
By F. 5. FURMAN, M. D.

Shreveport, Louisiana

(Read before the Louisiana State Medical Society, Semi-centennial Cele-

bration, New Orleans, April 9, 1929.)

Shreveport was incorporated in 1837,
but the town was merely an outpost at
the head of navigation of Red River
for many years, and it was not until
the decade between 1840 and 1850 that
the settlement of Northwest Louisiana
became more than a few isolated plan-
tations in widely separated localities.

At about this period, the first body
of medical men to meet in North Louisi-
ana met in Shreveport and organized
the North Louisiana Medical Society
with Dr. Bartholomew Egan of Mt.
Lebanon as president. The name of
this society was changed to the Shreve-

port Medical Society and meetings
were held at more or less regular inter-
vals until the outbreak of the Civil
War, when many of the members
entered the Confederate Army.

Upon the close of the Civil War, the
Shreveport Medical Society was re-
organized, and monthly meetings were
held. The regular meetings of the
society were interrupted in 1873, when
Shreveport suffered from an epidemic
of yellow fever that was more devasta-
ting to the city than the Civil War had
been. Many members of the Society
died of the disease but on account of
the loss in population, the doctors who
survived, appear to have been sufficient
for the needs of the community for
there were no accessions to the Society

till after 1880.

After the cessation of the yellow
fever epidemic of 1873, the Medical
Society began to meet again regularly
and had continued to do so up to the
present time. Books of minutes and a
history of the Shreveport Medical
Society were compiled by Dr. J. E.
Griffin  about 1890. Unfortunately

these have been lost, so that I have
relied for my data on memory.

This history showed that from the
beginning, the Shreveport Medical
Society took an active and leading part
in all matters pertaining to the welfare
of the community and inaugurated or
advanced all legislative matters per-
taining to sanitation. Together with
the other medical societies of the state,
the Shreveport Medical Society was
active in having a law passed creating
a State Board of Medical Examiners
and a State Board of Health.

During one of the early epidemics of
yellow fever when Shreveport was still
a frontier town, a prostitute converted
her house into an emergency hospital
and became for the time being a nurse.
This was the first hospital in Shreve-
port; a few years later, the State estab-
lished the Shreveport Charity Hospital.

In 1889, when I was an intern in
this hospital, it was housed in a frame
house having four large rooms and a
kitchen, one bedroom for the interns,
one an operating room, a room for
white women patients and one for
negro women. There were two log
houses, one for negro men and one for
white men. The nursing was done by
a negro man and one woman assisted
by the convalescing patients. Dr. D.
M. Clay was surgeon in charge. There
was no visiting staff, but the doctors of
the town frequently came out with the
visiting surgeon.

An excellent custom, which I regret
to say has fallen into disuse, was that
of serving a toddy to the visiting
surgeons upon their arrival and another
before they left.

The Doctors Allen had an infirmary
in an old log house in the city, these
were the only hospitals in Shreveport
prior to 1890.

Perhaps the most eminent figure in
the Shreveport Medical Society in the
early days was Dr. J. C. Egan. He was
born in Virginia and moved to Louisi-
ana some years before the Civil War.
Dr. Egan probably performed the first
laporotomy in North Louisiana when
he operated for extra-uterine preg-
nancy, immediately before or after the
Civil War. He entered the service of
the Confederate Army at the outbreak
of the Civil War and was in command
of the hospitals of the Trans-Mis-
sissippi Department. Upon the close
of the war, Dr. Egan returned to Mt.
Lebanon. During the reconstruction
period he served in the legislature. The
late Col. D. F. Boyd, for many years
president of the Louisiana State Uni-
versity, said that it was due to Dr.
Egan’s initiative and management that
negroes were kept out of the University
at this time and a separate school was
established for them.

When a white government was
finally established and his services no
longer needed, Dr. Egan retired from
politics and removed to Shreveport

where he became very active in the
practice of medicine and all matters
pertaining to public health. He was a
member of the first Board of Medical
Examiners and resigned from that to
become a member of the State Board
of Health.

One of the most conspicuous services
that he rendered to his city as well as
his last, was his service in inaugurating
a campaign to rid the city of mosqui-
toes. Although nearly 90 years of age,
Dr. Egan accepted the theory of trans-
mission of yellow fever by the mosquito.
In 1905, there were many cases of
yellow fever brought to Shreveport
from nearby towns and were treated in
an emergency hospital especially pre-
pared for the treatment of these cases.
This hospital was under the manage-
ment of Dr. G. C. Chandler. There
was no spread of the disease in the city,
owing to the efficiency of the mosquito
campaign.

Dr. Egan retired from practice in
1905 and died a few years later. The
society has continued to flourish during
this century and upon this country
entering the world war furnished a
generous quota of its members to the
medical corps of the army and navy.



STATE SOCIETY

When a move was started by Dr.
Egan of Shreveport, together with Drs.
Chaille, Bemiss and Richardson of New
Orleans to organize a state medical
society in 1878, the move met with
success in having it established in 1879
with Dr. J. C. Egan as its first president
and in 1882, Dr. A. A. Lyon was elected
to this office, which illustrates the in-
fluence of the Shreveport members.
Since then, seven members of our local
society have been thus honored.

In the realm of surgery, Shreveport
has always stood high., In the early
days of the Shreveport society, much
good work was performed at the old
Charity hospital, at “Moss Side park”,
by such men as Drs. Gray, Ashton and
Randolph. Later, when its location
was changed to the present site on
Texas Avenue, with the old frame
building, Dr. T. E. Schumpert (a
pionecer in modern surgery), Dr.
Randell Hunt, Dr. R. H. Gray, Dr. G.
B. Lawrason, Dr. I. M. Calloway and
others carried on progressive work.
These, with Drs. Louis Abramson and
J. C. Willis carried forward the torch
of surgical success. The late Dr. J. C.
Egan was fond of telling how he operat-
ed upon and successfully drained many
appendiceal abscesses during the Civil
War, long before the ailment had a
name.

The Shreveport Medical society has
made enormous strides since the “turn

of the century.” Compared with an
enrollment of 25 in 1884, there were 60
members in 1910, the number increas-
ing every year until there are now 190
or more doctors participating. Although
this organization is the official society
of Caddo parish, out of respect for some
of the older members, the name has
never been changed to indicate its full
membership, although such a move has
been proposed several times.

Shreveport, the medical center of
Ark-La-Tex has a fine array of medical
and surgical talent with great hospital
facilities; besides five private general
hospitals, three tuberculosis hospitals,
Shriner’s hospital for crippled children
and the present state Charity Hospital,
there is, in the offing the large Veterans’
hospital, now half completed, and the
new Charity hospital, on a modern
scale, work on which has been begun.

The Shreveport Medical society has
never had a permanent home, although
committees for that purpose have been
appointed for the past 15 or 20 years.
At present, the usual meeting places
are the Board of Health auditorium,
the Louisiana State Exhibit building
and Charity Hospital. Now, the state
Charity hospital authorities have
assured the organization that a per-
manent home may be counted on in the
new institution, when constructed,
library facilities also to be provided.

History of the

Shreveport Medical Society

from 1882 to 1893 Inclusive

as Gleaned from the
Record Book of the

Shreveport Medical Society

J. M. BODENHEIMER, A. B, M. I.
Historian
Shreveport Medical Society
Shreveport, Lovisiana



The following were the officers from 1881-1894 inclusive:

Year  President Vice-President R. Sec’y. C. Sec’y. Treas.
1881 T. G. Ford J. W. Allen

1882 A. A. Lyon J. W. Allen J. P. Scott
1883 T. J. Allen D. H. Billieu J. W. Allen W. W. Ashton T. G. Ford
1884 W. W. Ashton L. H. Fisher A. A. Lyon T. G. Ford J. W. Allen
1885 L. H. Fisher J. J. Scott A. A. Lyon T. J. Allen J. W. Allen
1886 T. G. Ford W. Hilliard A. A. Lyon T. J. Allen J. W. Allen
1887 W. Hilliard T. J. Allen W. W. Ashton D. H. Billicu

1888 J. W. Allen W. W. Ashton A. A. Lyon D. M. Clay W. Hilliard
1889 J. W. Allen W. W. Ashton A. A. Lyon D. M. Clay W. Hilliard
1900 J. J. Scott H. C. Coty A. A. Lyon R. Hunt W. Hilliard
1901 H. C. Coty R. Hunt A. A. Lyon M. C. Melancon  T. G. Ford
1902 R. Hunt J. W. Allen A. A. Lyon W. L. Egan J. J. Scott
1903 J. C. Egan W. T. Whitworth  A. A. Lyon T. J. Allen J. J. Scott
1904 ]. C. Egan T. E. Schumpert  N. K. Vance R. Hunt J. J. Scott

Not long ago a single volume in
which were recorded the minutes of the
Shreveport Medical Society (1882-
1893) was brought to Dr. S. C. Barrow
by a layman who recognized its historic
value. The subject matter proved so
interesting to me that I have attempt-
ed to weave it into a sequence in the
hope that the members of this Society
might share the pleasures which I have
enjoyed while perusing its pages.

In order that these medical pioneers
who have voiced their ideas, theories,
and experiences as recorded in this
volume to which I have referred, might
be more thoroughly understood and
appreciated. I thought it not amiss to
review the medical and civic back-
ground of these members of our pro-
fession who have long since passed from
their sphere of usefulness, but whose
indomitable will, civic virtues, and pro-
fessional efforts have paved the way for
us today. The science of medicine as
we all are aware is but a succession of
trials and failures. Facts today are
but fiction tomorrow. If we smile with
benevolent indulgence upon these men,
let us not forget that future generations
will feel the same toward us.

In 1882 when this story begins, the
Civil War had ended only sixteen years
previously. Every member of the
Society had either seen actual combat
service or else served as a medical
officer of the Confederate Army. There

is no better evidence of this than the
not infrequent reference to war service.

It was less than two decades before
that Lister had given his antiseptic
theory to the profession. Thermo-
meters were large and bunglesome. The
hypodermic syringe was just coming
into general use. General anaesthesia
(chloroform only) was new. Local
anaesthesia was unknown. Aside from
morphine and strychnine there were
practically no alkaloids for hypodermic
medication. The microscope was only
a scientific curiosity. The X-ray was
not even dreamed of by the wildest
dreamer. Hospitals were poorly organ-
ized; trained nursing was unheard of.
Sanitation was the very crudest. There
was no system of water works. It was
truly the ‘“‘horse and buggy” era, but
roads and streets were so poorly con-
structed and even more poorly cared
for that the greater part of the year it
was the horse alone that carried the
good doctor on his weary way.

But even under these handicaps it is
to the honor and pride of our profession
that these medical ancestors met not
infrequently and exchanged ideas, re-
ported and discussed cases, and carried
high the torch of medical organization
and medical ideals.

While some of the records are hard
to read, the records of J. W. Allen,
secretary 1881-1883 and A. A. Lyon,
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retary 1885-1886 and 1888-1890
?ﬁf:lusi\‘;z, and again in 1890, show
evidence of extreme care both in ortho-
graphy and recording of discussions.

The following names appear on the
roster of membership which has been
preserved for 1882, 1885, and 1892:

1882
T. J. Allen F. M. Hicks
J. W. Allen W. Hilliard
W. W. Ashton  A. A. Lyon

1882
D. H. Billieu O’Leary
A. R. Booth J. ] Scott
D. M. Clay J. P. Scott
H. C. Coty J. Taylor
H. T. Dillard W. Turner
J. C. Egan T. Calhoun, Sr.
L. H. Fisher W. S. Dickson
T. G. Ford W. T. Whitworth
R. A. Gray W. S. Egan

1885-6
T. J. Allen A. A. Lyon
J. W. Allen J. F. O’Leary
W. W. Ashton  J. Taylor
D. H. Billieu Wm. Turner
A. R. Booth T. S. Calhoun
D. M. Clay J. J. Scott
H: C. Coty: J. P. Scott
H. T. Dillard W. L. Dickson
J. C. Egan R. Hunt
W. S. Egan W. T. Whitworth
S. H. Fisher Melancon
T. G. Ford F. E. Yoakum
R. A. Gray T. E. Schumpert
W. Hilliard Griffin

1892
T. J. Allen R. A. Gray
J. W. Allen W. Hilliard
J. H. Beynon Randall Hunt
D. H. Billieu S. H. Hicks
R. C. Campbell A. A. Lyon
D. M. Clay M. C. Melancon
H. C. Coty J. A. O’Leary
W. L. Dickson - J. J. Scott
H. T. Dillard W. T. Whitworth
J. C. Egan F. E. Yoakum
L. H. Fisher F. L. Ferry
S. G. Ford W. L. Egan

W. M. Abney

In 1882 there were 24 members of
the Society. In 1892, 25 names appear
on the list of membership. There were
never more than seven or eight in
attendance. Drs. T. J. Allen, J. W.
Allen, T. G. Ford, J. C. Egan, A. A.
Lyons and J. J. Scott attended practi-
cally every meeting. The rest came
occasionally. From 1882 through 1883
the Society met on alternate months in
the offices of Drs. Allen and Lyons.
After 1883 the Society met regularly at
the Drs. Allens’ offices. The Allens’
office and infirmary was situated where
the present Sinclair Building stands.
This was among the first if not the first
private hospitalin Shreveport, although
I have been told without verification,
that a Dr. Williams whose name does
not appear on the roster, in the 70’s
had a private sanitarium where the
Hearne Dry Goods Building now
stands. During this period of years
there appeared to be, from the records,
a feeling of true fraternal friendship
and a spirit of comraderie and tolerance
as evidenced by the free and frank
discussions.

In 1890 insurrection appeared in the
ranks as evidenced by an attempt to
change the meeting place. A com-
mittee which was appointed disapprov-
ed any change. The words of Dr. T.
J. Allen, which I quote verbatim from
the minutes, give an insight of just
what was going on. “Dr. T. J. Allen
with his characteristic suavity remark-
ed that the Society had always been
welcome at the infirmary, that it would
be a pleasure for him to continue its
meetings in the future, but if the mem-
bers desired otherwise he would doff
his hat and gracefully bow in sub-
mission.”

But the “apple of discord”” had done
its work for the Society began to drag.
From June 1891 to February 1892 the
minutes report ‘“no quorum.” On
March 1, 1892, the Society after
various and repeated failures was at
last honored with a quorum. Each






